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Reyvkjavi Conference

Inter-
Nordic Symposium on
Philosopin held
in RevKjavik, Jeeland.
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ihe

conference Was

"Philosophy with a § Correspondence
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Columbaa

Niel Phitosophicallis

with 13 speakers. 3 of whom are tellow "philosophical

practitioners.” Professor Petra von Morstein (Universin

of Calgaryy gave a

VEry

interesting talk on

"y

Philosophical Investization ot Anxiety and Depression”

»  Nuaughana Fears  (Fairleigh  Dick-
inson University), "Feminine  and
Feminist  Perspectives on Virtue
Based  Philosophical  Counseling
with Women Chients”
~  Perre Grimes (Golden West
Collegey. "The Moral Crisis in the
Exploration of Philosophical
vedeter of Midwitery ™
aSoceny o
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16:00 - 17:50
. Issues of Philesophical Practice

T . 0 .
Chatr, Regina Ultana (U

CCalifornia)

of Southern

She argued that ontological anxiety . which puts one fuee

to fuce with one's potentialitn. s indispensable o

individuation and psychological develonment. wherens
depression is the inability 1o accept oneself Heriee.

Jd0G

“depression can be a painful holiday trom anxien

10omove trom denression toansicty is ke moving



fro;m  a  prison tooan  open space.”

Protessor Warren Shibles (University of

Wisconsin - Whitewater) gave a very

msightful critique of the {imitations of

philosophical counseling in his talk on

"Philosophical  Counseling  and the
Pmotions.”  He also  explained  the
Cognitive  Theory ot emotions  and
argued that emotions are coenitions. and

not just bodily feelings, and hence can be

controlled by controlling one’s cognitive
Professor Flemming
Uiniversity, Taiwan)
TAO of Philosophical
Counseling-Practice.” brieﬂ\
and theory of philosophicat
and funda-

from Chinese
theory and
counseling-

PIroCesses. Jess

(Tamkang save d
talk  on "The
introducing
the histors
counseling-practice,
mentat

sOme
concepts
philosophy of use in the
ol phitosophical
practice. Al three
well-attended, with
discussion. and many philosophers from
jeeland. Norway. Sweden. Denmark. and
interest in learning
counseling

practice
lectures
much

Were

lively

Finland showed an

more  about  philosophical
The meeting was heid at the

and

praciice.

Unhversity of Teeland, receptions

were hosted by the Rector of the
University (himself a philosopher). and

ihe Mavor of Revkjavik,

ASP CP Newsletter

by Jess Flemming

Tamkang University, Tawan
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CUST. Kenneth, Central Missourt State University

Session 1

Topic:  Normative and Noral Issues in Phifesophiead
Counseling

Chair: Roger Paden
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MARINOPE, l.om\. City College o New York

R oW W R OR T R KT
Cali for Nominations
The ASPCP is sceking nominations for 1) membe

the Board of
membership)

Dircctors (which are clected by the
and 2) President-ciect (which is seieciv

by the Board of Directorsy Al nominations shewld be
sent o
Di enneth 1T Cust
AspCP
Conter tor Applied & Protessional Ethics
Central Missouri State Universiny

MO 640975

resident

Warrensburg,
Fmail KenCusta sprintmaii.con
Fo vk R W KRR
Call for Papers

The ASPCP meets in conjunction with the div
of the American

Papers are

SERRY
meetings Assogntion
(APA).
philosophical counscling and the phitosephical eritique
ol counseling

philosophical

Philosophical

welcome on any opic comeernity

and psychotherapy. cluding

counseling. In addition. contributors may

submit proposals for workshops. 1 vou are interesied m

chairing  a session. serving o> a commentatonor

participating in some other manner, please ndicate this
in vour leter. which divisiendl

Finally . please mdicawe

meeting your paper is submitted for AL submisstons
should be sent to the address bolow:
ASPC

The Ciy © !;u"* o New York



A7 Streetat Convent Avenue
New York, NY 10031

Theory und Practice: Shall never the
twain meet?

When Biliot Cohen, Tom Magnell and |
founded the ASPCP as a special interest

with  the
 provide a scholarly
the phitosophical analysis and

croup meeting
intention
torum for

critigue of

WS

the counseling professions and
psychotherapy. Hence. the name of the
society However. it beecame  quite
evident very carlv that a sienificant

number  of the members  we  were

than
and

attracting were interested in more

examining  the  theories

mereh
practices of other counseling professions:
they  were  nwerested  in
philosophy as a

establishing
professional  practice
Many ractors
encouragement of this
focus maluding the publication of Fyses

service mouts own right

contributed to the

on Phfosophiead Cornseling (Lahav and

Tihimanns, Fds.. the convening of the
Conferences on

Philosophical Counseling, and

International
growing
phifosophical
movement in Europe.
Previously unknown practitioners in this
country

Awareness ot the

counseling

ASPCP Newsle (ter

make  themselves
known fo and through the Society and
beean o look 1o it as a
professionalization, Consequently,
nat onge betore the ASPCP |
cauzht up in g

began 1o

itwas
{ound itself

SSLCS,
cade  of
certitication.
these

professionalization including the

adoption of a ethies and
tandards for
(and
Unfortunatety,  all
aumber of
confrantations.

vou - know wre are) not
this has
misunderstandings,
and in

toe ]l""\ dAong some of our members.

uncontroversial ssues.
contributed 0
contentions cases. il
It became quite
cvident that there was something wrong when people

SOIme

began 1o question the name of the society, wanting to
exclusive focus on
They were  apparently
srinvage of the founding purpese of the Society as an
orcanization of schalarly eritique, viewing it instead as

change it ot retlect a4 more
“philesophical counseling”

APA. our

f' the theories and practices of

locus  of

number of

As most of

O

primarih for o the
“phitosophical counseling

prapese  of  advenoine

Ahere are two related but very diterant seos g ociron

heres 1) the scholarly analy sis wid eritigue of coumnseling
and psychotherapeutic theories und practices and 2y 1he
establishnrent and promotion of philosophy as just such
a professional counselmg service His ms opinion tha
both are important and necessary w0 the v

devcelopment und

aspansible
recognition  of philosophny as g
professional However
epinion that to have
IS 10 court unnecessarn

ent of either.

practice disciphne, s alsa
one organization pursue both woals
conflict and 1o undermine the
achievem

No doubt some of vou are already nware of the

recenthy formed American Philosoph ui Practiiione: -
atton (APPA)
legally  mcorporated
{Washmgton. D.C

)
misunder

Associ a non-profit educanional mstitutien

o the District of  Columbig
s mmportantbat s founding not
occasion

L)HL!HJ\ [RE SUSPICION S ol

Ceompetition” among ’h; officers and members of e
My rurpose here is o outline

ASPCP. {
can my understanding ot the

asodlearly s

vature. need. purpose and
focus of each of these areanizations and theh

one another.

clation o

fFirst.
ASPCP  decided 10
“Certification.” (recognizing some of its
“Mentors.” UFellows,” or
it did so largel

When e
institte o program ol

some issues of practical readics:

members as
Associate’s” of the Society ),
Yo oresponse 10 a concern that someone
might y 1o nse mere membership mthe Socety fopen
to virwally anyene willing to pay 1the dues) as g clain ot
authorization to engave i some form of profesgona;
Clegitimized” While ki
mdevd

services. the

practice Costch amembersbip,
was agreed that many of its members Were fare)
appropriateiy  qualiticd to ofler

ASPCP had ne means of protecting ttselt or others fron

such
the possible adverse eftects that night result from sueh
practices, approp:iate or not,
program of certitic

Consequentiv. it adopied
cation (as a statement of i evaluation
of the appropriate education and waining of poreni]
praciitioners) and a code of protessional practice (£ ode
of Ethicsy including

Sociely s 10

the provision that no memher of 1

hold  himsell” or herseit ot as 4
phitosophical practitioner counselor unfess so cortified
by the Secciety. [0 was hoped !
provide both & means for peer ol the

prot‘csxiuna! competence of polential pr;’u‘liiimwr\ %

that this woeuld heip
recognition
ell as protection of the pracuitioner, the public and ¢

ASPC P from unauthorized practitioners ;mcmpung o
¢ Society. While the

practice under the name of th e



ve soon discovered that the

ASPCP s

was sound.
Jeval \1;1‘\(1”1" of  the
wsutticient tor such a purpose.

Fhe ASPCP has no legal status as an
official organization other than that ot an
iterest group meeting with the APAL It is
not an independently legally incorporated
entity. The fact of the matter is that as
facks  the powers  and

necessary 1o support  the
meaningful certification of professional
these

such. legal

prote tion

practitioners. For reasons. it has

placed its certification program on hold
pending resolution of these issues.  In
cssence. the choice s eithier: 1) abandon

the ASPCP or 2)
ASPCP as an independent protessional
and Habilits
protection (malpractice insurance) tor its
directors. and beard members.
latter would e
of considerably

tegally incorporate the

association purchase
atlicers,
To do the
expenditure
than the present treasury of the

guire the
more funds
ASPCP

can support, Hence the dilemma.

In the meantime. a jew individuals
cmaselt inceluded) have founded at our
own cxpense the APPA just such a

Its purpose is
complete  the

legally incorporated ¢
te wmpl«.mcxl and

ntits

ASPCP N€Wsl€tt€r

programs and eftorts of the ASPCP in
SUPPerTng !hc development  and
aceeptance of - plilosophy asoa

protesstonal practice  service, not to

compete with it As stated above. |
helieve
these two orzanizations to be absolutely
svsential 1o the responsible development
of philosophy as an independent practice
profession.  Noreover. scparating the
<cholarly eritigue function of the ASPCP from its recent
iy olvemnent with issues of protfessionalization
witl help to Tiberate 1t (and its members)
the hinds of rather unprotessional conflicts and concerns

swith which ithas been recently plagued

udd iod

The ASPOP was tounded to be for the

scholuiy consideration and debate of any

an open {orum

and ali points

el view relating Lo it founding purpose. issues such as

Ceertfication.” Ulicensing.” Uprofessional

cilites” cten while cerainly appropriate grist for the

crittcal mitl may be mberent!y restrictive it efficialiy

the certfication program us a function of

the existence and rels lloh}\lp or

from many of

codes  of

adopted by the very body whose purpose s o aritigue

such issues, Thise Taake it was ar deost part of i
concern o those members who have questiened the

advisability of the ASPCP s ventures into such issies of
Yel. neither can the momentun

toward the professionalization ot philosophy he denied

professionalization.
What is needed s the separation of these two not 1o be
dented”
related
without

functions into two {at teasty mdependent but
organizational
restrivtion for the

entities:  one open. tree. and

schofarly  critique of e

theories and practices the counseling profussions

(now mciuding phitosophy wselfh other jocused on

descloping  for philosephy the  practical clements

required of any profession attempting to establish and

protect itselt’ s w recounized protessionn? praciice

discinline. How <hould they b related?

Farsto it certainly would not be expected
member of the  broader.
critque fon i ASPC
member of any. or any pnrllcuiau
erganization (APPAY.
be wue.  As an

that evers

more inclusive  scholaeh

oruzanizsul Pivvould even wani o be o
professional practice

However, the reverse would o

oreanization devoted to promoting
philosophy as a professicnal practice discipline, it wouid
be expected that the members of an organization such as
the APPA would ASPCP
inasmuch as schoturly
development,

also he inmembers ot the

failure to be involved i the

analysis. and critique ot ity theories and

practices  among a4 ury o of s peers would  be
professionallyirresponsible. Inother words, the

APPA
ASPCPD it stren
orcanizations line the

creation ot organizations  like the does nat

threaten the status of the wthens

APPA
function in 1 erizinal founding role

Morcover. the creation of
frees the ASPCP o
as o critical observer -y

subjecting the practice

disciplines  dincluding

scrutiny - without the

“phitlosophical praciice™) o

critical threat of unnecessary

internal contlicts of interest. 1t is Tor these reasons tha |
support the creation and development ot hoth of ‘hgxc
organizations and their importantly difterent but related
functions in prontoting the recognition ot philosophy s
value in helping to address the real [sstes we fiace inowr
evernday private and professional Jives,

If indeed the ASPCP finds it advisable to relinguish ity
rofe of certify g potential phuosophical practitioners w
the APPAL as current Chair of the ASPCP
Professional  Evaminers  and President of the
APPAL

ndivic

Board o1
Viee

would mvite. hope and expeet all those

luas who o cwrrently hoid  positions o

code of profession

ASPCP 10
Fhere s no hidden

responsibilits
practice
and

relating  to the
certification in the
cimbers of the APPA

avenda here o oxclude anyone who has contribuzed o

and or become

do ~0 as m



the  professional
philosophy thorough ther work with the
ASPCP. On the contrany. their
dedication,

contine

service.
and expericnce are and will
be appreciated as we work
together to meet our cummon goals.

and
1o be

Professional philosophical  dis-

agreements are cexpected and even
welcomed. 1t is through such contlicis
that people and pro What
is important forum o
not to stifle it The
was created o be dust such a
from the potentially
concerns of having to

fessions ¢row
s to provide a
such disagreement.

ASPCP

forum

Freeing it
resirictive also

establish Uprofessional” standards and
cannons of practice will allow it to do so.
future
“phifosophical practice™
i

I believe its

may depend on

by Paul W Sharkey. Ph.D.. MPH.
Co-founder. ASPCP
APPA

\ice President.

LR R

On the ASPCP & the APPA

SPCP Newsletter

ol the ASPCP have
ashed about the relationhip between the

Some members

ASPCP and the APPA. 1o addition.
several potential new members of the
ASPCOP have asked about the iuture of

the  ASPCP's  certification  program.
especiatly upon fearning that the ASPCP
certitication program has been placed on
hotd, Others have voiced concerns about
Fouls Marinoff's claim in his May 22,
1998 mailing that “the ASPCP remuains
an open academic society, and continues
1o fultill s toundational academic mission.” This later
. may imply that the ASPCP’s
foundational acadenic mission 1s now the only mission

of the ASPCP.S

ciaim. some hive arvued

yuch 1 not the case
Fhe APPA 1+ an mdependent o

‘ ASPCP. The

ohenn!
cation

rganization that has no
ASPCP.
program  on

ties 1o the while 1t may

placed s certiti old

l](“ l’
emporariy unul the issues identified by Paul Sharkey

i his remarks above have been satisfuciorily vesolved,

fas not and’or  abandoned ity recent

relingished

advancement of

and the future of

membership-sanctiored mandate to certiiy appropriaiehs
qualified membuers of the ASPCP. As Paul i his
remarks above. the ASPCP has two chioces with respect

aoted.

e it certification program: boaboadon e ceriie e
srogrant as oo fonetion of the ASPCP o 0 e
mcorporate e ASPOP v aadopendent b saong

assocraton ad prchase hadah o piotecion inatpracoe
b
b

msuronce  for g oflleens dnectoro g oo

wenthers” A preliminany investigation of this Lt
misurance tor tie
officers ol the  ASPCP
approvimatels S1200 w $1300 per
doltars habihin
fluures prove correct,
“additional
not so oncrous a fmancial burden upon
the ASPCP  that it preclodes  the

considering pursuing the matter further

alternative sugeests that such !mmlt(_\

directors  and would  cost

svear foroaonndiion

worth ot insurance,  Hothese it

then while it would require the
raising of funds from ASPCP membors. iy
the treasuny of

ASPCP Hom

[n the terim. and in the interest of determining what
the majority of the ASPCP membership think about this
matter. | that ASPCP members whoe e
the future of the ASPCP ™S contification
whether vou are for or auamst it -- to make
ANPCP

would ask
concerned about
progrant --
your views known by a letter 1o the
\Nowsletter,
m the next

sending
The results of these letters wall be publishied
fthe newsletier
ASPCP™y el
and riase vour concerns there
ASPCP «

message to the tollowing address:

issue of Aosecond aliernatn e

5 1o subseribe o the ectromc discussion

group A sudacribe

1o the

You

Hiscussion group by sending an coan

Lstsery aremsuymbcmsu.edi

In the body of your email message. not the subiect fine,
put the following command:

subscribe aspep YourNamellere
Shortly after sending vour request, vou will vecenve a

request tor contirmation that vou do want to subscinbe

to the ASPCP discussion zroup  Upon returning the
confirmation request vou with beoregistored win the

server and vou will then be able 1o send and recenve

MIESSALes

Cust
ASPCP

by Kenneth B L
President.

ER R R

The Philosophical Vilue of Coffec-house Debates



The datest issue of Lo dilain

Cunard. a French monthiy devored 1o
philosophical debates
gives a o listoof 130
throughout  France.  offer

philosophical debates.

public places.
cates.  which.
havens  tor
The list reads like

listing: name and

theater
address of the cafe. day and time ot the

a newspaper

Jebate and name of the philesopher who
s

From all accounts.

which tum

moderates the debate.
some.

all are doing very well:

away  people cach week. are

sreniels well

doing
How can the success be
explained?

that a lot of
experience. To

Myomnitial response s
people henetit from the
he

cuin with. the philosopher-animator. by

accepting to submit hisher ideas to
public serutiny. mas dincover that they
peed greater support: hesshe may also

cdin both by attracting potential paying

clhients tor private philosophical
counseling. and by (sometime) getting
remunerated  for  leading  the  debate.

Then. there is the public who naturaliy
otherwise 1t would not bother
coming. It does not matter that the
benetits are vicarious. gent

intellectual.

l*cncf‘:ls,

vinely
albernt
mteliectual, 15 of  an
I take it that
owner must reap vevenue and
from the gathering, and that's
But it 1t secms

or social: the activity,

occasienally

ASPCP Newsletter

entertining nature. Finalhy .
the cafe
expostie
cood for busiess.

that all

fairly

abvions these people clearly

benefit from the experience. what shall

he suird about philosophy itself? Does 1t
or can itogamn? I what does 1t
cam? i doesn 't damaged”
In shortare the o haty de cafis. as they

it Jdoes,

does it get

are called overseas. what philosophy s
supposed to be about? Tn this paper. Twant o argue that
gain tor phitosophy. and 'l
Furthermore, 'l
atempt that the o 'bar de cafe. like @ Phoenix,
tuel and perpetuate the French caté-culture out ot which

there s o substantia

splam i what consists the gain.
o shonw
barn. The social

owas cufe is to the French the

what the agora must have been o the
n to the

i brir

cquinaient of

Atherians, or of what the baths must have bee
H
1

Romans. such that any culture interested

Ny
R

cquivalent of the Fronch cafes the Athonian agora, or

U
ac

philosophy 1o the public must do so in its s¢

-

the  Roman

candidares tor thar social cquivaient i North

baths T finsh o by discassing some

Adverica

pncontroversial to trace the
fate Fr
Sautet was o Nictsseie scholw
Crerd  Achentach
practical philosophy e deft the

I think that
origin ol the cufe-y
Mare Sautet. Maorg
inspired by the

s fahy
il 1o the anch philosopie
\\lm

works of

WS I

Institats  J EBrades

Politiques de Paris. where he taught trom 1990 i0 1997,

and went on e ploncer what he called o cabmies e

phidosophie. Weekly debates in the back room of an

fe began whuat was become a hearth of

Jefined the

average

activities which cabinet. The Cafe s the
Cate des Phaires.,
cafe'bistiro that

Buastitle. one of Paris”

a small unpretentous and rundown

looks over the popuist Place de fa

most motley asseniblage of soctad
Bastilie

there 1s d lLH"L‘ and

architecture. The pri=oin once stoed

wihiers now busthine odd-shanad

pilaza casity identified by the July Column, The Colinie

o Jrilicr s a LT tect-tatl bronze colurn that stands not

quite in the center, and that supports the wilded lgure o

fiberty, It celebrates dalb the Parisians who died woppiing
flFrance. Louis XV 7893 Charles N
(1830) and Louis-Philippe (1848). Scattered around the
columm.

three monarchs o

one inds @ modern Opere House tore of

Francois Niterrand s Grasdd Progey, @ martna in a canal

that berths work and fersure boats, & visibie undergronmd

metra stop. a merty-go-round  and other temponin
children's  rides.  and  both  Hausmunn-sovle  aad
tenement-style buildings. When visiting Paris, one

cannot help but be
asvimmetry of the

struck by the opposition between the
Jastitie and
ssimetry of the Place du Gonerad Do«
Place de PEroile). Whether it
the chotce was prophetic. It over) dram: mu]ll\ siznaled
of philosaphy

beoinnine

Place e ta ntlitarn

sl (IL):’|11¢1’|_\

was foriuitons o planned

the “frecing” from it regubated confines.

and marked  the of 4 ﬂml' of poptidg

nhitosophical activities o a practical nature. Nae

wtce, which, at the e of his

Saatet developed his pro

death, included private counseiimg, hosting dinners with

philosophical discussions.  cuiding wours o0 places
around the world thar bove philosophical inores:

icadimg debutes on the internet. holding
bush ;’mtllutllg JHd
philosophical came. He wrote about the b
the cexperiences of his cabinet in [ n ‘;u/u
published by Robert Lattont in 1993,
newsletter called Philos.

1998,

ST N

wsses. and even marketing 2
cuimnings and
P Socrii

and he edited o

He died aovodns man m NMarch

Whit
sood for
cither

Achenbach and Sactet did for
philosophy . Why and

palosophy s

how? Philosophy s

discourse restricted to professwonal philesophors

ar it s not Buat wan T ocharacterize phitosophy swathon



raising a philosophical issue? 'l try by
iving a ultra-minimal charactenzation:
doing philosophy  consists i critically
cxamining the foundation of our commen

i

£}

sense beliefs before they cause conflict.

Doing  philosophy 15 a little bit Tike
scratching where it does not itch: thus,

whether ane is a professional philosopher

or not. doing philosophy requires
disinterested curiosity, and courage: and
i general. the more “knowledge™ one

has about a subject. the more
will

courage it
to examine . [ ignorance
erudition brings about

take
breeds audacity,
Thus.

caution., dares to ook

o,

anyvone whao

hehiefs 1s doing philosophy. In this sense
phtiosophy is a kind of therapy for a way
ot Tite, for our beliefs
gutde  our  lives.  So understood.
philosophy  cannot  be restricted  to
protessional philosophers. Of course. in
that sense. and at worst, the practice is
likely to be wastetul. for the wheel may
be reimvented many times: but no harm
will ever be done, and occasionally some

conimon  sense

philosophy.

Some professional philosophers niay
object to this lack ot efficiency and insist
that anyone pretending to do philosophy
ought to be
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nhitlosophy.
aft it is unlikely that two philosophers
will agree as to what constitutes the
corpus of philosophy, and. supposing
they do. they risk. by so restricting the
discourse. to constram it.
reinventing the wheel makes way for the
Charybdis  of suffocating  philosophy.
Philosophy. as the historians of  the
carved into schools
veight of their own
example is furnished by
the Scholastics ensnared (n minute disputes untif the
Fumanists came and liberated philosophy by taking a
look at it frem a different angle. That liberation paved
the way tor a revolution in the sciences. Every once ma

discipline are apt to remind us. is
which  perished  under  the
arguments: the most dramatic

whife w ercat school needs to liberate itself from the
itselt,
the outside. Furthermore. it is
1 mind that philosophy. like other arts and
sciences. has no method  of  discovery Soo that

CONSLAINGS 1L mposes  on and  generally  this

fberation comes trom

sood to bear in

and challenge his or her syvstem of

instghts will contribute to the growth of

familiar with the corpuy of
Fo this [ respond that tirst of

Ihe Scvlla of

discoveries are as fikely 1o be the result ot assiduous and
the stream ot
Great

are 1o bob from
consciousness ol a public debate.
and
creativity of common people and would die it they did
not remain open to the creation ot untrained cooks and
musicians. The greatest composers owe the melodies
they are so good at developing to folklore: the preatest
chefs basic combmation of

familics of farmers,

focused rescarch as thes
<«chools of
culisine Music result of ihe

came about as a

owe the moredients o

fishermen and hunters, The same
has to be true of philosophs: the msiahtiud questions of
philosophy are as likely to come irom outsiders than
insiders. himselt that he
more from a child’s gquestion than from o colleguinm
assembling the
strives outsiders and

Linstein thought could deam

pest minds i phvsios. As the practice
and cither
o
soit i mal v pense! Shame on the one who shouis
sacrilege when an msider’s debate is
outsider’s insight! 1 do not see how philosophy could

it from. or be damaged

1 instders tace each other.
1s bound to deliver the other of some potted beliet.

fueled by un
1ot beneh

by public debates

I he or
she has

crucial.
he or

Naturally the role of the animutor is
she is a professional philosopher. o he
able and willing to recognize the value of the outsider’s
insights. Not only ought the animator to stay clear of
condescension. but he or she also must be able to step
outside the dominant profossional discourse.

wihing to put his or her

and bhe
“prafessional” beliets woa serios
Popper-stvle tests.

the o hats e cafe vests on the abilite of s

of severe The phitosephical value of
the aniinator w
integrate the poputar discourse into the professional one

even at the risk of displacing the latter. Furthermore, o

conscicntious animator. as Mare Sautet was, will atier
cach debate, write about the issues raised Jdoring the
debate: issues and responses are now  crafted into

sentences and pmmmn{ls by the philosopher
the way philosophy gains?

IS s

Finaliy. there is another value 1o submitting  the
protessional discourse to public scrutiny. and that is tha
it is likely to “sting” several participants and motivate
them to become professional phi ‘moplxxs

cooks may spoil a particular breth, but there

be too many cooks working to improve

Too mam
can neve:
the broth.

So. why is it that in France professional
philosophers, for the most part denizens of academic
institutions. are reported
tssue of 7

many

to snub the practice” The same
Velaisn Pert Cunard contains an editorial
that attributes the success ol cafe-plidoy 1o the tailure of
the mode of teaching philosophy i French schools,
where phitosophy classes mostly consist of wathoritarian
scholariy with nary an eftort

moenologues. open



dulogue with the students Although the
explanation s o bit strong. for not all
participants  in public  debates  are
French students. and public
becoming
popular outside of France where teaching
methods are less aloof and authoritarian
than they are in France. it does reinforce

my carter

trustrated

debutes  are increasingly

point that doing philosophy

requires  courage. and 1t sugeests the

non-philosophical  point  that  French
teachiers of philosophy are cowardly and

contrul, Professional
cditorialist  suggests,
react to an invitation o a cafe-phito the
virgins react to an invitation

v id of

philosophers.  the

SAIe Wy
out. “avee orgueil et etfaronchenent”
(with pride and frighty: and that if they
condescend to attend they either remain
silent or speak to correct or to give a
pame o what semeone else has just
nelabored deseribing. The suggestion s
misleading and the condemnation reads
fike a satiric
conservative newspapers have said ot the
they

00 much echo of wha

actice: have denounced 1t as

!

pseudo-intellectual - mostly  because it
icnores the division between “high™ and
dow art? a division to which cultural
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elitists are sensitive. Obviously, if there is
an anteilectual elite, 1t is going to object
to the popularization ot philosophy: this
is the principal activity of the clitist.

ftovever. that there 1s a  successtul
movement  making pepular an institu-
tionalized  discipline  attests  to the

minority status of the elite. It also attests
to the end of the tyranny of the clite.
Many of those who criticize ciitism swere
once part of the elite. Most cafe-philos

'

and cabinets were started by academic
philosophers who remained academies. |

stapect Bt eonmber of pratessional philosophers have

adopted o wait-und-see attitude, or are o busy doing
their protfessional duties. or just wait for the right
oppertimity to present itselt. Public debates are still very
voung and there is no telling how many members of the

academic ostabhishiment snubs them and how mam

<upport the wde.

Of course. a profussion remains o profossion by
exercising caution in ity endorsement of new practices
This does not imply an outright condenmnation. There
w il always be professionals who will feet threatened by
the practice the way some physicians are offended when
patients avgue thewr dingnosis. but neither the profession
nor the practice need be concerned about thewr cries to
sacrilege and their invocations te “hinh™ wre Fattended
few cafe-phlidos  France, and atthough the participoants
were for the most part non-professional. they were by
no meanrs exclisively non-professional. T afso saw Mg
Sautet  debate
foremost phitosopher and member of the

Jean-Luc  Marion, one  of Trance’™
Sorbontie
faculty. on the value of public debates in a wlevision
show hosted by the TV guru of 'rench popular cultare.

Bernard Pivot. | sensed no outrage.

neither orguced nor
cHfronchement. iy Protessor Marion’s response tooan
imvitation to debate. He may
cafe-debare. but he certainly was present and an acuve
participant i o popular 1Y

not be reads tor the

debates The oditorial ~
concerns are not real concerns and 1 fear that ns auther
15 creating a straw-man in the hope ot raising the statis
of public debates, He is looking for w monarch o toppic.
but the monarch is long dead. Cufe-pirifos and vcadenie
phtlosophy need cach other und can complement cach
other: neither one ought to either destroy or outde the

other.

Marce Sautet reflects this mutual dependence b
explaining that in his debates. he tries to steike o happe
balance between two undesivable extremes. on the one
hand wild therapy session (seance dotherapre sanvade).
and on the other something that would toox Hike a
professional  coltoquium :
Protessionals and non-professionals are both welconme

Qe corcle e
provided neither mistakes the tloor tor a dais or for an
analyvst’s sota. The debates are structured and moderaed
SO as 1 give as many partcipants as is possible a chance
to air his or her beliets, Topies of discussions are pickad
within o five-minute pertod ut the bezinnine of the
debate so that no one i tampted to brush up on the
fiterature betore hand and cither crush the debaes v
rubbles of SUIGHN SEIE

cacsclopadic jure oy

impersonal criticisms

The influence ot Gerd Achenbach and Mare Sauiets
has reached Amertea, thanks, in great part. w the eftorts
of the ASPCP (American Socicety
Counseling

for Phitosopiicad
More

Anmerican phitosophers s

and  Psychotherapy) anu

maors
1 o . ey .
devoted und courageous

faunching a counterpart to the French cofegdiifos i

In his book. U core pors Socrare (Parist Laffont, 19931 Mare Sautet quotes a number of negative comments

framy the French press. See the beginning of Chapter V.



thom communiny, However, the suceess

of cute-pdiioy i Trance 1s directhy
suceess of a
many Cates,
a Cafe culture in the
sense the Now that 1
have argued that Cafe-pliilos are good tor

connected to the
America has
does not have

existing
caté culture
but it
French have one.
I need ask what is the social
Frenchh  Cafe  in
seriously doubt that the
Mmovenient can sirive without the support
of an established social institution such as
the Athenian agora, the Roman baths, or
Cafe”? The

PrOSUPPOSes some social support.

philosophy.
cauivalent  of  the
America. tor |

the  Trench practice

[t cannot be the French Cafes because

athough their designs can be imported

French Cafes are
thoy bring an entire
Thus. they

and be seen. and places

the experiences cannot.
socio-culiural events:
comnmunity out i the open.

¢ places 1o see
w hide: places to read. to eavesdrop on
their clothes, their dogs or their partners;
they are places to discuss politics. the
and the g

they are

arts. television edestrian who

fust passed by: places to display

vour indigenous status or conceal your
places to show off vour
sartorial

vour choice of partner.

Srangensss:

ortginality in orchestration. in
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sroin vour choice
ol consonmation. It is the quintessential

render-vous point. There s w long history
of cunural moyvements ml\mg shape in
dhe openness of the Cafe. La Coupole and
e D

J0ss the

ne attracted artists 1 the 20°< and

Cafe de Flore Deux
Mavots attracted the existentialist writers
of the 407s and 307 Lipp
continues  to aftract  politicians.  What
makes those cafes what they are is not so
but the group dyvnamics of thew
Their designs. in fact. are tairly unitorny an
that faces the sun. but that is heated in
shaded in the summer. Its tables have
a wide brass rim: the
heavy cast iron lez with floweny

and Les

Brasserie

minch their dusians,
dey otees.
outside terrace
the winter and
simall romnd marble tops girded by
tops IL\I on a single

motifs. The chairs are made of woven rattan. generally
\\nh dominant beige color and accents of green.

brown or red. A farge bar with a top made cut of some

metal thrass or zined donnmates the msider it s both a

cottee bar and a Lguor bar, Seating consists in facsimile

feather banquettes swith high backs whone tops form a

other people’s conversation. commernt of

ridge tor emporary stoige of baoss books
Hoor
often has a wavy surtace from the constant foot tratiic

staft. The bright

re hand \
newspapers, and whatever elsc the s tied and
of the walt
ceiling fixture
hiding partitions
the tavorite meeting place of the Frenceh

Bohome s assured by

ard wall sconces. Thare are wall murors
I culture has @ tavorite mecting place.
the ¢/ n
large part. it is the status of faverite mecimg plice tha

atfowed the public debates 1o grow so rapidin . What 1,

America’s favorite mecting place’
shopping  mall, the
(mdividuallv-owned or chain-owned .

the Interner

Pl came up with four
candidates:  the cottee-hotse

the bookstore, or

The Internet s a speciat phenomenen It det

HUR
contribuies to the popudarty of Joes

wath the @ ufos,

phifosophy . ot ot

S0 without  compeiing Phere e

numerous  specialized  Tists o whicn amvone oo

subscribe at no cost. Any subscriber can doin U

discussion. T oom presently engaced oo sworld wde

escartes’ Regudue with & bt managed Iy

Buckneld

discussion of D
Wilson of
Pennsylvania. but the

Fred Universiy in Lewisburs

discussion o~ ot ke o Curn

debate. They are text rather than ssue oriented. and
non-philosophers rapidly drop out T do not see how
they cun Lpldk the Cuforatter abl part of Mare Saier's
cabinet mcludes a “chat™ page on the Internet. The

Internet strengthens the Cefe debates.

Book~tores see
that
large chains of

m o be ideud spotss They provide an

atmosphere intcitectual activitios

Maoreover.

encourares
bookstores are tiwming the

traditional bookstore vito mualii-storicd triendiv hilrarics

wihere comfortable lounce chars and carpered oors

beckon potential buyers. The meza-stores wenerali

welude a cotfee-house and o small isolated ecture ares

where authors discuss therr work, This s dice conten

Coileoe

York has chosen

that Protessor
fhe C i
month he

Lows Marinot? off The ¢in
Uiniversity off New Once 3
animates Jebates on o topic selected at e

beginning of the encounter. Participants ~it on folding
chairs forming an ellipse with Professor Marino!f as one
of the tocr, Although the arranzemaont is conducihve o g

lively and  focused  debater its tormaling and s
separateness robs the gathering of ils voyenristic sociul
component; the lack of a social component
levity of the occasion. The participants are not caught in
tamitiar surroundings: they

cllipse. Once in the ellipse s difticult 1o hide.

b the

force themselves into the
[t tecs
more like attend g an informal seminar ten socializme
Within this content. it wid ke

amid a tormal discussion

hard  for  the reach  the hind o
serendipitous

open up the philosophical debate.

nmovement o

popularity it neads o oorder to i



have umjustitted cultural prejudices
toward shopping malls. However. last
summer.  at the  Third  international
Conference of the ASPCP. | heard
Professor Peter March. of Halitux Saint
NMany's University. enthusiastically
deseribe his  experiences  animating
philosopht Ld| debates at malls. terminals
[his led me to confront my
am glad T did. Why not

and parks.

prejudices. and |
the  mall? Tt is an agora for

non-Mediterrancan climes. It hus public

meefing arcas. and not every mail visitor
some come 1o sce and be
meet other people. Many
adrink. a meal or just a cup
Clearly, 1 must concede that
the mall is a fit candidate. but what about
such  as New  York’s
San Francisco where the
mall. if it exists. does not play the same
social role as it does in the average
American city? Will we. Manhattanites.
wait for the matls to come?
Manhattan is a mosaic
1 malls. are called
(Jomg to a Gramercy
West Village
cottee-house, bar or diner is iike going 10
restaurant of the

v a shopper:
and 1o
> to have

UGN
come
ol cottee.
odd  cities.

Manhatan or

have to
Hardiy!

ot

Fanswer.
gigantic ope thes
cighborhoods.

I\

’;n Fast village  or
a cotfee-house. bar or
Y7 mall.
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fee-houses because of what
achieved in the 607

jazz.
Coftec-houses
American culture, and [ see ph(;osophica]
Jebates as contributing to this tradition,

[ fsor cofl
they and 7075 tor

folk music poetry  and  political

debates. hetong to

as well as osee the tradition benetiting
from being identified with philosophical
debates. The mark of the American
cotlec-house s intformal hospitalita o it is the place to
“hang out.” and sirike a conversation with strangers or

habituats. to put yvour feet up on a chair. They have no

which they can be recognized.
Professor Martine Lindquist of Stuyvesant High School
has held at Teast one debate at such a cottee-house. the

Nerthside O

uniform designs by

e i Brooklyn® All Kinds of coftec-houses

are opening evenvhere moAmenica Ther potenl

turther wrowth has not escaped the attention ot corporue
America, '

Todav. individual units of lurge chams of

caftec-houses  occupy  every  other biock  of

neighborhoods and malls

Whether a preference can be given o a chain-onwned

coffee-house or to an individuaily-onned one s nor o
evident. The
the latters one teels more
identifiabie with
establishiment

tormer are mevitablv more impersoral than

“at home™ ana place that i

i
H

person wito haos pernianence ot

The rest s a matter of socio-cultaral bras
The pomt s that cotfee-houses.
chain-owned.  provide the
accessary o house the kinds ot
Even it

entertaininenit.

mdividualhv-onwned or

l);mc SOCHE SOy Ironment
©debates philosophy
generdies. one woes tooaomall for ol

he or she will
coltec-house ‘ubilic
continue to tuel
American coffec-house provides the environm
conducive to the

and up o sitting down ooa

philosophical  debates

the philosophical debates. end ihe

Cnioost
activity. I hope more
(including myself) will find the

philosonhers
courage to contact ther
tavorite neighborhood cotfec-house in arder
host

to persiande
its owner or

debates.

manager o regutar philosoaphicad

by Bernard RO Roy
Department of Philosophy
Baruch Colleye. CUNY

Sk ok ok

New ASPCP Web Site

The ASPCP s new wels site has an acadenr:
the we Nenneth BT Cust and
the site is hosted by Central Missourt State Univers:y
In addition 10 including the
available about the ASPCP.

APA division meetings,

b pages were written by

most recent information
RIS
and ASPCP annual mecting,

has a dedicated chat (iava
based) that allows anvone 10 visit and chat in real time
ASNPCP web site now mcludes
he ASPCP I

electronic discussion group swhere registered tsers cun

progcranm information

the new web siwe server
with other visitors, The
the abiity 1o register with ASEESery --oan
discuss issues related to philosophicul coenseling and
ASPCP weh
ASPCP

Sthey are

other related 1opics -- divecth from the
page. The
List-Serv are given

hothe

I this newsletter

mstructions for registering wit

onpoSol

- Mare Sautet comunented on Professor Eindquists debate in his organization’s newstetter 224y,

wish that “nos s nesw-vorkears trowveront duans fes

nicies halbuticiients

Connvicn! CUN et

toblow gp to these beginners” hesitationsy Decemnbe

SCIIAes G vienient ]oceasion de donier fao s g
Ctour friends from New York will find the opportunity to give the needed
1996, Number 32,

He exprossed the




afso avatlable on the web sire so 1 owill
not repeat them here. i) however, vou
have ditfleulny registering. please email
e at the ematl address hsted under the
and |
witl respond directhy to your request

CCorrespondence” section below

Since the web site went up in Januarn
of this vear it has had over 600 visitors.
Cheek itout at the following address:

by www.emsueduenglphil aspep.him

FRERAEK KK

4th International Conference on
Philosophical Practice

August 3 -7, 1998
Bergisch Gladbach

Details  of the  program for  this
conterence  were  provided in Louis

NMarinoft™s mailing on May 22, 2998 and

thus  will  not  be  duplicated  here.
Howover, 1f you want precise  details
about the conference vou should contact
Gerd  Achenbach  at the

numbers:

following

Ph: 49-2202-951995
Fax: 49-2202-951907
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Submissions

The

onoam

ASPCP Newy/crer swelcomes articles vin bngdisin
Authors

copies prepared tor

aspect of phuosophicat

-

submitting articles should send 3

practice
biind rererceing. 1t is preferred that inal copres be
of the more
EAYA A

editor,

submitted on disk mn
tormats.  In
welcomes

one popular file
Newslener

BTG

addition. the o

; fetters to the HCW s pook
reviews, critical notices. and discussion gowes o issues
of mterest to phitosophical practittoners. Please send all

correspondence to me at the address below
Correspondence
Contributions to the ASPCP Newsieaer as well as wil

other  communications  and or
addressed to:

mquiries, shoula he

Dr. Kenneth T Cust
Lditor, ASPCP Novesicner
Center tor Applicd & Professional Ethies
Central Missour! State Universits
Warrensburg, MO 64005

Pl KenCusta sprintmatl.com

Plo st crehie avnckes appoeared oy fequiry: Criticad Thinking Across the Desciplines |
eiven after cach article. [n addition, "all of the papers in this volume. with the exception of one. were or,

20 The page numbers e

maiiy

nresented at the Thivd International Conference on Philosophical Practice held in New York Cuy on Julv 2225
1997 at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. The Conference. under the chiet sponsership of
the Division of the Hurnantties at City Coltege of New York, was orcanized by Louts Marinoft, Vauchana Feury s
paper was origimally presented at the 1997 Eastern Division Meeting ot the American Phitosophical Association ™



